
Michigan Pre-Teens in China, 1930s. As was common for Chinese-American boys
and girls, these three were sent back to China to get an education. They were very
young. (PS 576)

After Hours Chinese School, 1900s. Chicago’s first Chinese language school was
organized by the Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association. (PS 623)

Boy with Gold Watch Chain. 1910s. Much hope has been invested
in this American child. (PS 175)

Olga Huncke’s Students at Haines School, 1930s. Ms. Huncke, who educated two whole generations
of Chinatown’s children, is still remembered with respect and love. (PS 532) 

Dong Chow Moy’s Sons & Daughters, 1910s. Dressed in school uniforms, the
children of Chinatown’s founder look completely American. (PS 174) 

English Language Class at Dante School, 1941. These young men were eager to
assimilate into American society. (PS 625)

To be American, Chinese, or Both?
Then as now, Chinese-Americans made great
efforts to get good educations for their
children. But they had a special problem:
racial prejudice. Few educated Asians could
find white-collar jobs in the U.S., even when
they spoke perfect English. So parents made
sure their children studied Chinese, to
communicate with their relatives in China
and perhaps to work there too.

Educating the Next Generation

Educando las próximas generaciones – ¿Ser americano, chino, o ambos?


